
 

After two periods  of trouble-
free running, the engine ‘retired’ 
in 1997.  In November 2013 
45596 moved from our base 
at Ingrow on the Keighley 
& Worth Valley Railway to 
Tyseley Locomotive Works for 
a ‘heavy’ overhaul.

Bahamas was the last 
locomotive on which BR 
experimented in its quest to 
improve the performance of its 
steam fleet (fitting of double 
chimney and blastpipe 
in May 1961).  
Steam’s Last Blast 
Appeal was launched 
to raise funds for its 
current overhaul, 
and has the support 
of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. The 
overhaul, which has a target 
completion date of Q4 2016, is 
well advanced and proceeding 
to plan.   In comparison to the 
£15k cost of its previous repair 
(1981-1988) this time it will 
cost in excess of £500k!.

The engine’s boiler was 
removed in January 2014 for 
detailed inspection and repair, 
and its wheels  removed in April 
last year.  Re-tyred at the South 
Devon Railway, the refurbished 
driving wheelsets were replaced 
using the wheel-drop at Tyseley 
on 11 August, when the engine 
once more became a 4-6-0 
rolling chassis.  The extensive 
repair on the boiler continues, 
the scope of which is in-line 

with that anticipated. 
Meanwhile at Ingrow, 
work continues on the 
tender - for which a 
new tank has been 
made - as well as 
smaller items.

Although we have 
sufficient funds to 

return 45596 to the mainline 
(in its highly sought-after green 
livery), our Appeal remains 
open for the innumerable 
additional costs, such as the 
acquisition and maintenance of 
a Support Coach.

SUPPORT 45596 - NOW ON TRACK 
FOR THE MAINLINE
BAHAMAS, the first LMSR ‘Jubilee’ to be preserved 
(July 1967) is the only one owned and operated by a 
Society of members. 

“What began with Rocket in the 1820s ended with Bahamas in 
1961”

Re-wheeling ‘Bahamas’ at the Tyseley Locomotive Works

The exhibition takes 
place over the weekend of 
28/29  November, 2015, and 
will also include the cab of 
Bahamas.

1054 was the very first 
standard-gauge loco to be saved 
for preservation as a result of a 
public appeal.  Overhauled by 
our members, 1054 has operated 
on several heritage railways and 
appeared in several films since 
it returned to steam in 2012.  

The 1888-built engine 
was awarded the prestigious 
Engineering Heritage Award by 
The Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers as a result of its 
provenance and high standard 
of restoration.

At the NEC, 1054 will carry 
a ‘Longsight175’ headboard, 
given the role that it will play 
at the June 2017 event being 
organised by Alstom to celebrate 

‘Coal Tank’ to visit 
Warley National Model 
Railway Exhibition. 
The National Trust-owned LNWR ‘Coal Tank’ No. 1054, 
cared for by the Bahamas Locomotive Society, will be a 
‘full-size’ exhibit at this year’s show at the NEC.

the opening of the LNWR shed 
at Longsight, Manchester in 
1842. Bahamas has also been 
invited to attend.

Mike Hulme, Alstom’s MD, 
Trains & Modernisation, will be 
visiting the BLS stand at 14.00hrs 
on Saturday, 28 November, 
when he will make an important 
announcement about the event.

Three 00-gauge Coal Tank 
models are being produced by 
Bachmann and are expected to 
be available during 2016.

“Of all the preservation groups on the scene I think that the BLS punches most above its weight.” 
Steve Davies MBE, ex Director NRM
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Our successful bid to the HLF 
to overhaul 45596 included 
funding for an educational centre 
to enthuse young people and 
others in Science Technology 
Engineering and Maths subjects 
(STEaM).  This funding also 
provided for the employment of 
an education officer.

     supports  the 
Learning  Coach

We have created a unique 
teaching facility in our  
1924-built former LMS 
composite coach.   Positioned 
next to our Museum and 
Workshop at Ingrow, the 
LEARNING COACH includes 
a classroom and restored 
compartments.

BASHERS, GADGETS & MOURNERS
Awarded joint Railway Book of the Year for 2012 by the Railway & Canal 
Historical Society, this large format 256-page book tells the story of the 
LNWR ‘Coal Tanks’.   
Following ten years of research, and written in a unique and very 
readable style by Peter W. Skellon, it includes 180 illustrations, 
60 line drawings and, within its hard covers, includes a 55-minute audio 
documentary.  Ideal for all interested in railway social history and 
technical details, the book also covers the important role that 1054 
played in the history of the railway heritage movement.  £25 (inc. p&p)

Railway Magazine is 
supporting our work by 
sponsoring one of the 
compartments.  Here visitors 
and students will be able to 
experience ‘time travel’ and 
also have access to the Railway 
Magazine’s extensive archive.

Why not 
get 
involved 
and...
Join

Keep in touch with progress 
on all our varied projects by 
becoming a member of the 
Bahamas Locomotive Society.

Full Member - £17 pa, Life 
Member £250 (over 60s £187), 
etc.

Download a membership 
form from our website, or 
write to BLS, 3 Holland Drive, 
Belgrano, Abergele LL22 
9AF (01745 822959) for a 
Membership Application form.

Donate
An on-line donation can be 

made via our website where 
full details can be found. 
Alternatively donations 
(cheques payable to Bahamas 
Locomotive Society) can be 
sent directly to Mr C P Ritchie, 
41 Beech Park, West Hill, Ottery 
St. Mary, Devon. EX11 1UG.

Text
You can also help by using 

a mobile phone to make a 
‘JustGiving’ donation. Simply 
text number 70070 and enter 
JUBE35 £10 to donate £10,  or 
JUBE35 £5 to donate £5. 

Gift Aid
As we are a Charity you can 

Gift Aid any donations you 
make and so increase its value 
by 25% without any further cost 
to yourself.

www.bahamas45596 . co .uk

Stuck for a Christmas present?
2016 VINTAGE STEAM 
CALENDAR
Our popular A4 Calendar once again 
features 13 superb monochrome 
images from the Eric Oldham 
Collection.  £7.50 (inc. p&p)

DVD LNWR COAL TANK 1054 – 
UNSUNG HERO
This highly acclaimed 60-minute dvd tells 
the story of 1054 from the 1950s until  
more recent times.  The dvd box also includes a free hour-long 
film of footplate views and interviews with people associated 
with the loco over the past 50 years or so.   £17.50 (inc. p&p)

All the above items are available for purchase via our on-line shop (www.bahamas45596.co.uk) 
or by post from the Bahamas Locomotive Society, 2 Meadowcroft Mews, Castleford. WF10 4SU. 
Cheques should be made payable to Bahamas Loco Trading Ltd.  Enquiries: sales@ingrowloco.com.

“The BLS is like a ‘Tardis’; looks small from the outside but huge when you step inside!” 
Steve Davies MBE, ex Director NRM
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